NOTE ON THE USE OF
PHOTOGRAPHS

Please note that this material is being circulated for
the personal educational use of the student of Travis
Audubon Society classes. Please do not distribute,
copy, post, share, or further disseminate any of this
material.

Photofgraphs used in these presentations are credited
to Jetffrey E. Patterson or the eBird contributors
named in the photographs and to the Macaulay
Library of The Cornell Laboratory of Ornithology.
Other photographs are credited as indicated.
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Genus Calidris Contain 24 Species

Texas Frequency Species Binomial
Calidris Peep Baird's sandpiper Calidris bairdii
Calidris Peep Least sandpiper Calidris minutilla
Calidris Peep Semipalmated sandpiper Calidris pusilla H
Calidris Peep Western sandpiper Calidris mauri
Calidris Peep White-rumped sandpiper Calidris fuscicollis
Calidris Big Dunlin Calidris alpina
Calidris Big Pectoral sandpiper Calidris melanotos
Calidris Big Red knot Calidris canutus (
Calidris Big Sanderling Calidris alba
Calidris Big Stilt sandpiper Calidris himantopus
Grass-piper Buff-breasted sandpiper Calidris subruficollis ?
Rare Curlew sandpiper Calidris ferruginea
4 Rare Ruff Calidris pugnax
Rare Purple sandpiper Calidris maritima
Great knot Calidris tenuirostris
Surfbird Calidris virgata

Broad-billed sandpiper

Calidris falcinellus

Sharp-tailed sandpiper

Calidris acuminata

Temminck's stint

Calidris temminckii

——>

Long-toed stint

Calidris subminuta

Red-necked stint

Calidris ruficollis

Little stint Calidris minuta
Spoon-billed sandpiper Calidris pygmaea
Rock sandpiper Calidris ptilocnemis
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CALIDRIS PEEPS

Short-winged

! l Least 5 ! !
Semipalmated

Western
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Large peep, P
long primary extension No /' Yellow, spindly legs?
(beyond tail)? Crouched posture?

Long rear /2 of body? Large round eyes?
Fine-tipped, short, slightly-

drooping-at-end bill?

Brownish?
( Fall? Yes
Clean, white flanks? No
Buffy breast-band?
White supraloral spot? { Least
Horizontal posture while
feeding?
Athletic, bulky chest?
Yes Streaky flanks?
Obvious white supercilium?
Angular posture while feeding? |
Yes
Baird’s ] = White-rumped
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Long, droopy bill?
Front heavy?
Large, blocky head?
Rufus scapulars?
Arrowheads on flanks?

Rounder head?
Shorter straight blunt tipped bill?
Plumper body?
“Balanced” look?
Less contrasting colors?
“Frosty” look (maybe)?

Yes
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Semipalmated Western Least
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PEEP DISTRIBUTION
AT HORNSBY

Least
» Year round 90% of the shorebirds are Least
» Almost always present
Western
» Moderate numbers in spring, fall and winter
Semipalmated
» Moderate numbers in spring and fall
» None in winter
Baird’s
» Small numbers in spring
» Generally a few more in fall
White-rumped
» Small numbers in spring
» Very, very rare in fall



Generic Sandpiper Annual Life Cycle
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Population
Estimate
700,000

Least Sandpiper
Catideis mirndilla

LEAST SANDPIPER

“THE PEEP WITH DRY FEET”







THE BILL & HEAD

Small round
head
(dove-like)

Fine-tipped

Gently down-
curved
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Fine, short,
thin-tipped,
slightly drooping
bill

Dingy brown
breast band.
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Secondaries

(white) Scapulars
o (red) M antle
Tertials \/ (white)
T 1 0
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Least Sandpiper
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Least Sandpiper Crouching




WESTERN SANDPIPER
THE GNOME

Population
Estimate
3.5 million







Western

Photos by Jeffrey E. Patterson




Western

Photos by Jeffrey E. Patterson



Western Least
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SEMIPALMATED SANDPIPER
“BLUNT BILL”

Population
Estimate
2.3 million
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BAIRD’S SANDPIPER
THE LONG-WINGED GENTLEMEN PEEP

Population

Estimate
300,000

Baird's Sandpiper
Calidns
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VIDEO

@ Video by Jeffrey E. Patterson
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Steep forehead

Warm brown
Fairly straight,
fine-tipped bill

Primaries

Plain face,

Dark Lores
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“ELLIPTICAL” MIGRANTS

Whlte ru mped Scl ndpiper

Calidris fuscicollis

Whimbrel
Hudsonian Godwit
American Golden Plover
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WHITE-RUMPED SANDPIPER

“LONG-WINGED STREAKY-FLANKED PEEP”

Population

Estimate
1.7 million

White-rumped Sandpiper
Calidtis fuscicollis
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Long “attenuated” look
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3 Brown Birds
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3 Brown Birds Pectoral

Baird’s
Least
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