




• Haematapus palliatus
• Tidal mudflats, oyster reefs

• Texas Coast – Uncommon 
permanent resident



• Large and bulky
• Bold black, brown and white body
• Heavy orange bill



• Bill flattened like an oyster knife





• White wing stripe
• Call wheeu


American Oystercatcher (Haematopus palliatus)

William Whitehead

xeno-canto

Haematopodidae

14.352

eng - 
XC573224 Â© William Whitehead // Belmar, Monmouth County, New Jersey (40.1784, -74.0218), United States // 0m // 09:00h, 2020-07-03 // adult, call, sex uncertain // Belmar Natural Beach Area /  / bird-seen:yes /  / playback-used:noWCOP������2020 William WhiteheadWOAF������//xeno-canto.org/573224���������������������������������������������������������������







• Himantopus mexicanus
• Marshes, rice fields

• Breeds in Texas, uncommon in 
winter on the coast



• Pink stilt legs
• Needle-like bill
• Slim, long neck, small head
• Sharp black and white pattern







• White rump and tail
• Long legs trail behind
• Call yip yip yip


Black-necked Stilt (Himantopus mexicanus mexicanus)

Richard E. Webster

xeno-canto

Recurvirostridae

35.736

eng - 
XC662331 Â© Richard E. Webster // Zona de RestauraciÃ³n Laguna Grande, Baja California (32.2003, -115.1111), Mexico // 10m // 15:38h, 2021-05-14 // adult, call, sex uncertain // two birds protesting being flushed, flying a short ways across a flooded channel; interval shortened at 0:20; /  / bird-seen:yes /  / playback-used:no // also:  White-winged DoveWCOP������2021 Richard E. WebsterWOAF������//xeno-canto.org/662331����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������







• Recurvirostra americana
• Marshes, sand flats, salt marshes

• Spring and fall migrant in Central 
Texas

• Winters along Texas coast



• Long legs, chunky body
• Long upturned bill
• Bold wing and body pattern
• Breeding Plumage – cinnamon head 

and neck



• Nonbreeding Plumage – black and 
white







• Bold black and white
• Call a whistled bleeet


American Avocet (Recurvirostra americana)

Paul Marvin

xeno-canto

Recurvirostridae

9.864

eng - 
XC304441 © Paul Marvin // Cheyenne Bottoms, Barton County, Kansas (38.4716, -98.6727), United States // 550m // 13:34h, 2015-05-24 // call // one of several birds feeding in shallow water calls loudly, perhaps in response to my presence /  / bird-seen:yes /  / playback-used:noTCOP�������2015 Paul MarvinWCOP���1��http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/WOAF������http://xeno-canto.org/304441������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������







• Arenaria interpres
• Beaches and mudflats, jetties

• Central TX – Uncommon 
migrant, mostly fall

• Texas Coast – Common migrant 
and wintering



• Chunky, short legs and neck
• Chisel-like bill
• White underparts with dark 

breast band
• Orange legs
• Low crouching stance
• Nonbreeding – brown 

upperparts and head



Breeding Plumage
• Bold harlequin pattern
• Rufous back and wing 

coverts



• Bold dark and white pattern
• Call a low rapid cut-a-cut
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