EXTREME VARIATION IN
THE TAILS OF ADULT
HARLAN'S HAWKS

William| S, (@il Clark
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ADULT HARLAN’S HAWK TAILS
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Taverner, P. A. 1927. A study off Buteo boerealis, the Red-tailed Hawk, and 1ts
varieties in Canada. Victoria Mem. Mus. Bull. No. 48 Biol. Series 13:1-25.




ADULT HARLAN'S HAWK TAILS

Eew museum collections have eneugh adult
SPECIMERNS teSheW: the lakge range e Vamratien
Inrthenstanss (UroiViichriasimore tiaen 4 00)
NOTE THAT NO TWO TAILS ARE EXACTLY ALIKE!
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Academy of Natural Sciences, Philadelphia; Arkansas State U; Bell
Museum (U. of Minn); Boise State U bird collection; Burke Museum
(U of WA); California Academy of Science; California State U Long
Beach bird collection; Canadian Museum of Nature; Carnegie
Museum of Natural History; Cowan Vertebrate Collection (U of BC);
Delaware Museum of Natural History; Denver Museum of Nature &
Science; Field Museum; LSU Museum of Natural Science:
Ornithology; Monte L. Bean Museum (BYU); Museum of Natural
History, U of lowa; Museum of Southwestern Biology (U of NM);
Museum of Vertebrate Zoology (U of CA); Museum of Wildlife &
Fish Biology (UC Davis); Museum of Zoology, U of Mich; Natural
History Museum of LA County; Nebraska State Museum; Philip L.
Wright Zoological Museum (U of MT); Oklahoma State U; Sam
Noble OK Museum of Natural History; Peregrine Fund; Royal
Alberta Museum; Royal British Columbia Museum; Royal Ontario
Museum; San Diego Natural History Museum; Slater Museum (U. of
Puget Sound); WFSD collection, Texas A & M; UCLA — Dickey Bird
and Mammal Collections; U of AK Museum; U of AB bird collection;
U of AZ bird collection; U of CO Bird Collection; U of Kansas Natural
History Museum; U of MO bird collection; U. S. National Museum;
Utah Museum of Natural History; Western Foundation of
Vertebrate Zoology.
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ADULIF HARLEANES HAVWIK FATIES

All adult Harlan’s whose tails are shown are
pPUENIarH i ackingrany Red=tanstraIrts (el

hybrids)

" Light-morph

Mus. of Soutnwest Biology : . Of Nature



AllNHaran’s Whese: talls are shewn' are puke
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RED=IPATIEEDNEAVVIKS
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Adult Red-talled Hawks ook dlfferent
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RED-TAILED HAWKS

WMlzinny ziclilfes frora Britisn Colurnolzl &
Alberta have noticeably banded tails
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HARIEANES HAWE dififiers from
RED- TAILED HAWK
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EUnRdrsiGlopalfRaptor Inicrmauen
Netwerkwelssite. See next slide for URIE:
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http://www.globalraptors.org/grin/ResearcherResults.asp?lresID=155
http://www.globalraptors.org/grin/ResearcherResults.asp?lresID=155
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06 rufous In the tails of 554 adult Harlan’s
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Examples e VaraeRNRpNUeUS a6 bt
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Remember that almost all adult tails
‘of Red-talled Hawk look like these:

Alvwaysitniform rufous base and'a
variable amount of narrow dark bands



JimrEIshrpheparea s Composite
using two of Bill Voelker’s pics

Red-tail adult Harlan’s adult

HaARrSToRrthe mgRtsSHeWS Wideirane
Weavier Banding; thicker at 1vase.
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Juvenile dark Harlan’s tails are distinctive
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New adulit
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Tail of Audubon’s
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| have not found a
similar tail on more
than six hundred other
adult Harlan’s Hawks.

Britishi Museum of Natural History.



SemENUVEeRnerSarantsSiEaVWKSHIaVvEe
aeUili=lkesenils

e S AT ;
| B ady"'fy'

e IR .-'«\..}\{




Ad LJJ';r, raraninave dist

hand.

\palost sl Elys ellif
DN EIEIGEIISIS

nnle zle)e)V/ e \WVlnal enlEl
da_r/_ ne
VagieraUSky/ Lo

LElINg, Irreguiar 19
chISpIOEE r'

]|
J:

(D

'—n

te to



Lol stippinplelny/, el ls af cieltjfe mleiffzin)s
o VI ISESTIGVACH I EN |
Velflettlop): irlose of

eife ppitien) rriofe atlle wwiie) Jieele
Velfleltlor),

/

Tall variation iIs a trait ot nariani

Q)]

Wy aric riow cdo iriey srioww sucr)
velrlety I triglr talls?



IThanks te Bill Veelker for permission te
USse his spread tails;

Iianks alse’ ter Ry/an Brady,, Bee DITTHCK,
Cody Eields; Al'Hinde, Buzz Hull;, Jim
Lish, RickeMorse, Betsy. Resencrans, Ted
swem, BDeughiate;, Step Wilsen, and
manRy; Guier PheLeEAPhErST e the USe! O
their photos.
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fer permission te leek at and Sstudy/ their
valtaklerskinrcollections:
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	My article in Birding
	Adult harlani have distinctive tails that almost always differ from those of Buteo jamaicensis.�

