
NOTE ON THE USE OF 
PHOTOGRAPHS

Please note that this material is being circulated for 
the personal educational use of the student of the Be a 
Better Birder class.  Please do not distribute, copy, 
post, share, or further disseminate any of this 
material. 
Most of the photographs used in these presentations 
are credited to the eBird contributors named in the 
photographs and to the Macaulay Library of The 
Cornell Laboratory of Ornithology. Other photographs 
are credited as indicated.



ONLINE REFERENCES
https://theiwrc.org/raptorID/comparisons/ssha_co

ha.html

https://feederwatch.org/learn/tricky-bird-
ids/coopers-hawk-and-sharp-shinned-hawk/

https://www.hmana.org/hawk-id-materials/

http://hbmo.ca/eastern-hawk-id-program/

 I will add some Raptor references to dropbox
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JERRY LIGUORI
HAWK EXPERT

https://www.aba.org/american-birding-
podcast-a-life-in-raptors-with-jerry-liguori/



THE ACCIPITERS
SHARP-SHINNED VS COOPER’S HAWK

 “Accipiter” is just fine.

 Tail shape and white tip are not always reliable.

Head size can be difficult to judge.

 Flight profiles change during flight.

Best field mark is GISS of flying birds.
 Count wingbeats.



ONLY ADULT 
NORTHERN GOSHAWK

IS EASILY DISTINGUISHED 
BY PLUMAGE

ALL OTHERS REQUIRE 
COMPARATIVE EVALUATION



Sharp-shinned Cooper’s
Illustrations by David A, Sibley

MALES



Sharp-shinned Cooper’s
Illustrations by David A, Sibley

FEMALES



Sharp-shinned Cooper’s
Illustrations by David A, Sibley

JUVENILES



PERCHED

This material from Cornell Lab of Ornithology, Feeder Watch.
https://feederwatch.org/learn/tricky-bird-ids/coopers-hawk-
and-sharp-shinned-hawk/



FLYING

This material from Cornell Lab of Ornithology, Feeder Watch.
https://feederwatch.org/learn/tricky-bird-ids/coopers-hawk-
and-sharp-shinned-hawk/



SIZE



No overlap in size. 
But difficult to judge.

INCREASING  BODY SIZE



Sharp-
shinned

Cooper’s

Photo by Jerry Liguori

Photo by Matt Saunders

Photo by Jerry Liguori

Photo by Mason Maron

Photo by Jerry Liguori



Photo by Jerry Liguori

Sharp-shinned

Sharp-shinned

SIZE



HEAD SIZE



Sharp-shinned
Cooper’sPhotos by Jerry Liguori



BODY SHAPE



Photo by George Chapman

Photo by David McQuade

Sharp-shinned Cooper’s



Sharp-shinned Cooper’sPhotos by Jerry Liguori



POSITION OF EYE



POSITION OF EYE

Sharp-shinned Cooper’s

Eye close to 
middle of head.

Eye more to 
front of head.

Illustrations by David A, Sibley



POSITION OF EYE

Sharp-shinned Cooper’s

Eye close to 
middle of head.

Eye more to 
front of head.

Photo by Jerry Liguori Photo by Jerry Liguori



LEGS



Sharp-shinned Cooper’s

Photo by Jerry Liguori Photo by Ed Wransky



THE “COOPER CAP”



THE “COOPER CAP”

Sharp-shinned Cooper’s
Illustrations by David A, Sibley



Sharp-shinned Cooper’s

Photo by Jerry Liguori Photo by Jerry Liguori

THE “COOPER CAP”



FLYING

This material from Cornell Lab of Ornithology, Feeder Watch.
https://feederwatch.org/learn/tricky-bird-ids/coopers-hawk-
and-sharp-shinned-hawk/



SHAPE IN FLIGHT



FLYING

Red-tailed Red-shouldered



SHAPE IN FLIGHT

Sharp-shinned Cooper’s
Illustrations by David A, Sibley



SHAPE IN FLIGHT

Sharp-shinned Cooper’s

Photo by Alex Lamoreuax

Photo by Garrett Lau



FLIGHT STYLE



FLIGHT STYLE

Show Hawkwatch International video

Sharp-shinned Cooper’s

Buoyant flight with 
much flapping. 
Not countable.

More powerful, with fewer 
strokes and greater speed. 

Countable.

BEST 
FIELD MARK 

!!!!

Illustrations by David A, Sibley



TAIL SHAPE

Photo by Jerry Liguori
Photo by Jerry Liguori

“Tail shape is unreliable; a distinctly squared tail will 
probably allow elimination of Cooper’s, but a rounded tail 
does not safely eliminate Sharp-shinned”.

Kevin J. Zimmer 

Lacks sharp 
corners

Square ended



PROPORTIONS



PROPORTIONS

Sharp-shinned Cooper’s
Illustrations by David A, Sibley



PROPORTIONS

Sharp-shinned Cooper’s
Illustrations by David A, Sibley
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TAIL BAND



TAIL BAND

Photo by Jay McGowan

Photo by Alex Lamoreuax

More apparent 
in fall. May wear 

off by spring.



JUVENILES



JUVENILES

Photo by Steven Mlodinow Photo by Ed Wransky

Sharp-
shinned Cooper’s

Red-
shouldered

Red-tailed

Photo by Jerry Liguori
Photo by Paul Fenwick



Sharp-shinned Cooper’s

Illustrations by David A, Sibley

JUVENILES



Sharp-shinned Cooper’s

JUVENILES

Photo by Jerry Liguori

Photo by Paul Fenwick



ADDITIONAL OBSERVATIONS



Photo by Mark Greene

Scapular “V”

Photo by Peter Hawrylyshyn

Photo by Janine Schutt



Cooper’s

Photo by Liam Ragen

Illustration by David A, Sibley

Photo by Steven Hunter
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