NOTE ON THE USE OF
PHOTOGRAPHS

Please note that this material is being circulated for
the personal educational use of the student of Travis
Audubon Society classes. Please do not distribute,
copy, post, share, or further disseminate any of this
material.

The photographs used in these presentations are
credited to Jeffrey E. Patterson or the eBird
contributors named in the photographs and to the
Macaulay Library of The Cornell Laboratory of
Ornithology, or to other photographers as indicated.
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6 WANDERING TEXANS

Current Number of
. Sightings Records
Species /Year TBRC Status while on
(ebird) Review List
Ei;i:iigad ~1 1957-2018 111
California ~15 1866-1099 61
Glaucous ~15 ?-1997 73
Iceland (thaveri) - ?-1997 61
Iceland (kumlieni) 1891-2015 7
Little ~8 1965-2012 7
Sabine's ~15 1880-1999 27

TBRC Rule of thumb - if a species averages 4-5
documented sightings per year over a 10-year period it
may be considered for removal from the “review list”




Notable Gulls in Texas
2022-2023

Sabine’s

Short-billed
Parasitic Jaeger Iceland
California

California
(2x) Black-legged
Kittiwake Iceland
Parasitic Jaeger
Short-billed
Little Sabine’s Great Black-backed (3x)
s California
Sabine’s Pomarine Jaeger
Glaucous
California Elegant Tern
Glaucous Sabine’
abines Great Black-backed
Black-legged Iceland (2x)
Kittiwake

Sabine’s
Kelp
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Distribution

6 Wandering Texans

California . Iceland
Little (3 sub-species)



Distribution

6 Wandering Texans
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ID GROUP

PALE-BACKED GULLS



ID GROUP:
PALE-BACKED GULLS - ADULTS

Iceland Iceland
(kumblieni)

(thayert)

T Photo by Ryan Griffiths
Photo by Jeffrey E. Patterson

-li‘ﬁoto by Jeffrey E. P;tterson

Glaucous



ICELAND

(THAYERI)



SUB-SPECIES
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ICELAND
TAXONOMY

1917-1973
SPECIES

Iceland Herring
(Larus glaucoides) (Larus smithsonianus)

C pamsmitaias oy



SUB-SPECIES
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Iceland
(Larus glaucoides)

ICELAND
TAXONOMY

1973-2017
SPECIES




ICELAND
TAXONOMY
2017-PRESENT

SPECIES

Iceland

Has not been recorded in Texas

Larus glaucoides glaucoides <

Removed from TBRC Review list
(LGS GlaCoides IUMIERINN ~—  when lumped with thayeri.

(Else would still be on list).

e\ Removed from TBRC Review List prior to

being lumped with Iceland (kumlieni)

SUB-SPECIES

(.Q..



thayeri

ICELAND

w seasonal,

m nonbreeding occurrence
(can be year-round)

o
e

Map from Gulls of the Americas, Howell & Dunn
~ T T

glaucoides

-3

%

ICELAND GULL

Casval elsewhere in
North America.

0. L g. kumlieni
b. L g. gloucoides



Range of wing-tip pattern variation in
adult Iceland
(definitive alternate plumage).
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Range of wing-tip pattern variation in
adult Iceland

thayeri (definitive alternate plumage).

Where
to
draw

the line
9
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Key to ID of adults —

darkness of wingtips
(fully dark to fully white)

Cline — a continuum
with an infinite number
of gradations from one
extreme to the other.



WHERE TO DRAW THE LINE ?

The Hampton Scale

a proposed thaveri-kumlieni-glaucoides 28-point scale
for first cycle birds

Note: The purpose of this scale is not to propose drawing lines to separate these forms. but to develop a language to discuss these forms. to learn more in the process. and to examine the different places in which birders do draw lines to differentiate these forms.

See the results of a survey and test of this scale using 12 sample gulls.

7 categories, 4 points per category, total score: 0-28

0 T 14 21 28

glaucoides kumlieni thayeri

Proposed by Steve Hampton
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Very

_..L‘ much

Lesser Black-backed
Dark-backed Gulls

Medium-Dark-backed Gulls

< Noticeably
darker

Franklin’s Sabine’s

\Paintings by David A. Sibley

-
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L = ] N darker
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Black-legged Little California Bonaparte’s Iceland
Kittiwake
b Pale-backed Gulls S
e Ring-billed =

Reference bird
Ring-billed Herring Glaucous




SIZE COMPARISON

Ring-billed Iceland Herring

North American Gulls Weight (pounds)

4.00
3.50
3.00
2,50
2.00
1.50
1.00
0.50
0.00

Little

Sabine's
Bonaparte's
Black-headed
Franklin's

Laughing

Mew

Ring-billed
California

Iceland (kumlieni)
Lesser Black-backed
Iceland (thayeri)
Herring

Glaucous

Great Black-backed

Photos by Jeffrey E. Patterson

Black-legged Kittiwake



ICELAND VS HERRING

Herring

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sepl Oct|Nov Dec

Photos by Jeffrey E. Patterson



Herring

Photo by Jeffrey E. Patterson

STRUCTURE

Iceland

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep

Oct

Nov Dec



Iceland
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Juvenile scapulars

/ (same age as coverts)
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Replaced
scapulars
2-toned look
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Iceland
(thayeri)

2-toned look

Photos by Jeffrey E. Patterson



HEAD & BILL

ICELAND ICELAND
(THAYERI) (THAYERI)

Photo by Jeffrey E. Patterson

Herring

Photo by Jeffrey E. Patterson
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Photos by Jeffrey E. Patterson
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ICELAND (THAYERI)
ADULT - BASIC

Jan [Feb IMar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Photo by Jeffrey E. Patterson



ICELAND

(KUMLIENI)



ICELAND
(KUMLIENI)
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ICELAND
(KUMLIENI)

Scan for white
wingtips

Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Photo by Jeffrey E. Patterson



ICELAND (KUMLIENI)

Jan [Feb [Mar

Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep

Photo by Jeffrey E. Patterson
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EBIRD SIGHTINGS (2011-2021)
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Photo by Blair Dudeck




GLAUCOUS
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GLAUCOUS

ond Jargest gull

Circumpolar arctic breeder

Seizes prey with bill

Often swallows large live animals whole

Tend to dominate other gulls




GLAUCOUS

~15/year
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4P

Lesser Black-backed

Medium-Dark-backed Gulls

Franklin’s Sabine’s

Very
much

Dark-backed Gulls

Noticeably
darker

Paintings by David A. Sibley
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SIZE COMPARISON

Ring-billed Herring Glaucous

North American Gulls Weight (pounds)
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GLAUCOUS
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Short
primary
projection




GLAUCOUS Large, robust,

ST proportionate .
1> CYCLE head & neck Short-ish

stout bill

Pink & black
Sharp
demarcation
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GLAUCOUS
ADULT

Big head,
thick neck
robust
proportions




GLAUCOUS
15T CYCLE
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CALIFORNIA



CALIFORNIA

> State blrd of Utah _

» Breeds Canada m1d contlnent

» Migrates west in winter

Photo by Jeffrey E. Patterson
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CALIFORNIA

The traditional story is that the seagulls annihilated the insects,
ensuring the survival of some 4,000 Mormon pioneers who had
traveled to Utah. For this reason, Seagull Monument was erected
and the California gull is the state bird of Utah.

Photos by Jeffrey E. Patterson



CALIFORNIA
0 .9

0 HOMA Jyetteville
Oklah#maCity, @

MNorman

Amanllr}

CHOCTAW
10N

CHI

CK
N AT

" lubbock

@1& Fort:Worthe"+"® Shrevep

; TEXAS@
Aus;n
@ Beaumor_n

Houst ¥
San Antonio ¥ @
® Gal ton

¥ ¢ " bl ¥ - : i
|L|datl b L : e ey n
Lhternoc i Sl Fike PR - ; Corpu isti
'.:‘-. .l -l L 5 * o - ,""_ 1 | -

MNUEVO LEON

; McAIsen
e = Brow

."Monterrey B Yo

ATy

Last 1 year



SIZE COMPARISON

Ring-billed California Herring

Photo by Jeffrey E. Patterson Photo by James Rieman Photo by Jeffrey E. Patterson

North American Gulls Weight (pounds)

4.00
Larger than 350
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_..L‘ much

Lesser Black-backed
Dark-backed Gulls

Medium-Dark-backed Gulls

< Noticeably
darker

Franklin’s Sabine’s Paintings by David A. Sibley
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Reference bird
Ring-billed Herring Glaucous




HERRING VS CALIFORNIA

(MASTER ARTWORK BY PLUMBIUS V)
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STRUCTURE

Photo by Jeffrey E. Patterson Photo by Jeffrey E. Patterson
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RING-BILLED VS CALIFORNIA
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Ring-billed

CALIFORNIA, VS RING-BILLED VS HERRING

Herring
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2022 GULLS CLASS FIELD TRIP




SABINE’S



SABINE'S

» Far north breeder
» Immatures often wander over NA in fall

» Winters, migrates & forages at sea in flocks




ID GROUP: THE “M-BIRDS”
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SABINE’S
~15/year

Tulsa @
OKLAHOMA
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SABINES
SEPTEMBER 2024

= An unusually high number of Sabine's Gulls pushed through the interior this month, beginning in the second week of
September. Although September is the month they're most expect inland, this was a banner event, with many states
breaking high count records for the species. As expected in the interior, almost all were juveniles. Similarly, excellent
numbers were recorded offshore in California (mixed ages with adults being the majority). Apparently, this was due to a

wonderful coincidence of observer's being present at feeding sites during offshore pelagic trips, and seems to be unrelated
to the event that took place inland.

{ -\:'a‘_.‘\. 5 T

eBird map with September 2024 sightings of Sabine’s Gulls throughout the interior.
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Lesser Black-backed
Dark-backed Gulls

Medium-Dark-backed Gulls
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Franklin’s Sabine’s Paintings by David A. Sibley
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Reference bird
Ring-billed Herring Glaucous




SIZE COMPARISON

Photo by Darren Clarke Photo by Matthew Pendleton Photo by Jeffrey E. Patterson Photo by Jeffrey E. Patterson

Little Sabine’s Bonaparte’s Ring-billed

North American Gulls Weight (pounds)
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Great Black-backed






STRUCTURE

Bonaparte’s
Sabine’s

Photo by Matthew Pendleton Photo by Jerry Chen
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Bonaparte’s

Juvenile

Black-legged Kittiwake

THE “M-BIRDS”

Little

Paintings by David A. Sibley

15t winter

i o _
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Black-headed

Juvenile

Sabine’s

Adult

nonbreeding

Sabine’s




SABINE'S
JUVENILE
FIRST WINTER (DEC)

Photo by Raphaél Nussbaumer



SABINE'S
JUVENILE
HORNSBY BEND
(SEPT 2016)

Long neck

with gray sides High “keel” in back
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Photos by Jeffrey E. Patterson
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SABINE'S

} ADULT
3 (WINTER)

Photo by Bryant Olsen
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Photo by Jay McGowan




Photo by Travis Mahan

Photo by Alex Lamoreaux



Sabine’s

Photo by Samuel Denault
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Sabine’s




BLACK-LEGGED KITTIWAKE



BLACK-LEGGED KITTIWAKE

» Far north coastal breeder
» Nests on seaside cliffs

» Forages in open ocean, cold waters




BLACK-LEGGED KITTIWAKE
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Lesser Black-backed

Medium-Dark-backed Gulls
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Paintings by David A. Sibley

= = .
ﬂs L - J——— "‘,-#_
L |8
Black-legged Little California Bonaparte’s
Kittiwake
o Pale-backed Gulls
e Ring-billed =

Reference bird

Ring-billed Herring

Tiny bit
darker

— \

Iceland

Glaucous



SIZE COMPARISON
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Photo by Alex Lamoreaux Photo by Jeffrey E. Patterson Photo by Jeffrey E. Patterson

Black-legged Short-billed Ring-billed
Kittiwake

North American Gulls Weight (pounds)
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STRUCTURE

Black-legged Ring-billed

Kittiwake

Photo by Alex Lamoreaux

Photo by Jeffrey E. Patterson



BLACK-LEGGED KITTIWAKE
VS
THE HOODIES

Bonaparte’s

Franklin’s

Photo by Mathew Grube ~—

Black-legged
Kittiwake




Bonaparte’s

Bl-leg Kittiwake

Photo by Daniel Irons

Photo by Rhonda Howard =
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BLACK-LEGGED KITTIWAKE

Photo by Sean Sime




Paintings by David A. Sibley
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Black-legged
Kittiwake

Photo by Brian Sullivan

Photo by Joe Wing
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LITTLE



LITTLE

» World’s smallest gull

» Dainty

» Small bill

» Distinctive dark underwings

» Graceful flight — like a tern

» Mostly Eurasian nester

» Some nest Hudson Bay/Great Lakes
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SIZE COMPARISON
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Little Bonaparte’s Ring-billed Herring

Photos by Jeffrey E. Patterson
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STRUCTURE

Bonaparte’s

Little

Photos by Jeffrey E. Patterson
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Paintings by David A. Sibley
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SUB-ADULT
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Photo by Ryan O’Donnell
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