
NOTE ON THE USE OF 
PHOTOGRAPHS

Please note that this material is being circulated for 
the personal educational use of the student of Travis 
Audubon Society classes.  Please do not distribute, 
copy, post, share, or further disseminate any of this 
material. 
The photographs used in these presentations are 
credited to Jeffrey E. Patterson or the eBird 
contributors named in the photographs and to the 
Macaulay Library of The Cornell Laboratory of 
Ornithology, or to other photographers as indicated.
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TBRC Rule of thumb – if a species averages 4-5 
documented sightings per year over a 10-year period it 
may be considered for removal from the “review list”

6 WANDERING TEXANS
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ID GROUP: 
PALE-BACKED GULLS - ADULTS

Photo by Jeffrey E. Patterson
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Photo by Ryan Griffiths

Photo by Jeffrey E. Patterson

Photo by Jean Irons
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ICELAND
TAXONOMY

1917-1973

Iceland
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Larus glaucoides kumlieni

Larus smithsonianus thayeri
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ICELAND
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2017-PRESENT
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Larus glaucoides glaucoides

Larus glaucoides kumlieni

Larus glaucoides thayeri
Removed from TBRC Review List prior to 

being lumped with Iceland (kumlieni)

Removed from TBRC Review list 
when lumped with thayeri. 
(Else would still be on list).

Has not been recorded in Texas



ICELAND

glaucoides

kumlieni

Map from Gulls of the Americas, Howell & Dunn

thayeri



Range of wing-tip pattern variation in 
adult Iceland 

(definitive alternate plumage).

Key to ID of adults – 

darkness of wingtips 
(fully dark to fully white)



Range of wing-tip pattern variation in 
adult Iceland 

(definitive alternate plumage).

Cline – a continuum 
with an infinite number 
of gradations from one 
extreme to the other.

glaucoides

thayeri
Key to ID of adults – 

darkness of wingtips 
(fully dark to fully white)Where 

to 
draw 

the line 
?



glaucoides kumlieni thayeri

WHERE TO DRAW THE LINE ?

Proposed by Steve Hampton



~15/year

ICELAND
(INCLUDES THAYERI & KUMLIENI)
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SIZE COMPARISON

Ring-billed HerringIceland

Photos by Jeffrey E. Patterson



ICELAND VS HERRING

Iceland

Herring

Photos by Jeffrey E. Patterson



STRUCTURE

Herring Iceland

Photo by Jeffrey E. Patterson



Herring
Iceland

(thayeri)

Photo by Jeffrey E. Patterson



ICELAND 
(THAYERI)

Photos by Jeffrey E. Patterson

Juvenile scapulars
(same age as coverts)



Replaced 
scapulars

Herring

Photo by Jeffrey E. Patterson

2-toned look



Herring

Iceland
(thayeri)

Photos by Jeffrey E. Patterson

2-toned look



ICELAND 
(THAYERI)

Herring

Photo by Jeffrey E.  Patterson

HEAD & BILL

ICELAND 
(THAYERI)

Photo by Jeffrey E.  Patterson



February

ICELAND 
(THAYERI)

Herring

Photos by Jeffrey E.  Patterson

February ICELAND 
(KUMLIENI)



Photo by Terry Walsh 

ICELAND (THAYERI)
ADULT – ALTERNATE



Photo by Jeffrey E. Patterson

ICELAND (THAYERI)
ADULT – BASIC



ICELAND
(KUMLIENI)



ICELAND
(KUMLIENI)

Photo by Jeffrey E.  Patterson



ICELAND
(KUMLIENI)

Photo by Jeffrey E.  Patterson



ICELAND 
(KUMLIENI)

Photo by Jeffrey E.  Patterson

Scan for white 
wingtips



ICELAND (KUMLIENI)
JUVENILE 

Photo by Jeffrey E. Patterson



ICELAND
(GLAUCOIDES)



ICELAND (GLAUCOIDES)
EBIRD SIGHTINGS (2011-2021)



ICELAND (GLAUCOIDES)

Photo by Blair Dudeck



GLAUCOUS



GLAUCOUS

 2nd largest gull

 Circumpolar arctic breeder

 Seizes prey with bill 

 Often swallows large live animals whole

 Tend to dominate other gulls

Photo by John P. Richardson



Last 1 year

~15/year
GLAUCOUS
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SIZE COMPARISON

Ring-billed Herring Glaucous

Photos by Jeffrey E. Patterson



GLAUCOUS
ADULT

Herring

Glaucous

Short primary 
projection



GLAUCOUS
ADULT



GLAUCOUS
ADULT



Short 
primary 

projection

GLAUCOUS
1ST CYCLE



Short-ish 
stout bill

Pink & black
Sharp 

demarcation 

Large, robust, 
proportionate 

head & neck

GLAUCOUS
1ST CYCLE



GLAUCOUS
1ST CYCLE



GLAUCOUS
1ST CYCLE



GLAUCOUS
SUB-ADULT

Photo by Frank King

White 
primaries Pink



GLAUCOUS
ADULT

Photo by Lucio “Luc” Fazio

Big head,
thick neck

robust 
proportions



Broad-
based 
wings

White 
primaries

GLAUCOUS
1ST CYCLE



Photos by Jeffrey .E. Patterson

GLAUCOUS
1ST CYCLE



GLAUCOUS
ADULT – ALTERNATE

Photo by Brian Sullivan



CALIFORNIA



CALIFORNIA

 Saved the Mormons from hoards of Mormon crickets

 State bird of Utah

 Breeds Canada mid-continent

 Migrates west in winter
Photo by Jeffrey E. Patterson



CALIFORNIA

Photos by Jeffrey E. Patterson

The traditional story is that the seagulls annihilated the insects, 
ensuring the survival of some 4,000 Mormon pioneers who had 
traveled to Utah. For this reason, Seagull Monument was erected 
and the California gull is the state bird of Utah.



Last 1 year

~15/year

CALIFORNIA



SIZE COMPARISON

Photo by James Rieman

Ring-billed HerringCalifornia

Larger than 
Ring-billed

Smaller than 
Herring

Photo by Jeffrey E. PattersonPhoto by Jeffrey E. Patterson
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HERRING VS CALIFORNIA
(MASTER ARTWORK BY PLUMBIUS V)

Photos by James Rieman

Herring
California

Artwork by Plumbius V

Photo by Jeffrey E. Patterson



STRUCTURE

Herring California
Photo by Jeffrey E. Patterson Photo by Jeffrey E. Patterson



Photos by Dareren Clark

California



Photo by Jock McCracken

Herring
California

CaliforniaCalifornia

Photo by Jeffrey E. Patterson Photo by Jimma Byrd

Photo by Jeffrey E. Patterson



RING-BILLED VS CALIFORNIA

Photos by Liam Huber California

Ring-billed



CALIFORNIA, VS RING-BILLED VS HERRING
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Photos by Jeffrey E. Patterson



2022 GULLS CLASS FIELD TRIP

Photo by Jeffrey E. Patterson



SABINE’S



SABINE'S

 Far north breeder

 Immatures often wander over NA in fall 

 Winters, migrates & forages at sea in flocks

Photo by Jay McGowan



ID GROUP: THE “M-BIRDS”



~15/year
SABINE’S



SABINE’S



SABINES 
SEPTEMBER 2024
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SIZE COMPARISON

Ring-billedBonaparte’s

Photo by Darren Clarke

Little Sabine’s

Photo by Matthew Pendleton Photo by Jeffrey E. PattersonPhoto by Jeffrey E. Patterson



Photo by Barbara Taylor



STRUCTURE

Photo by Jerry Chen

Bonaparte’s
Sabine’s

Photo by Matthew Pendleton



SABINE’S
JUVENILE

(1ST WINTER (SEPT))

Photo by Andrew Theus

Scaley back
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Paintings by David A. Sibley



SABINE'S
JUVENILE 

FIRST WINTER (DEC)

Photo by Roger Friedman
Photo by Raphaël Nussbaumer



SABINE'S
JUVENILE 

HORNSBY BEND 
(SEPT 2016)

Photo by Jeffrey E. Patterson

Photo by Jeffrey E. Patterson

High “keel” in back
Long neck 

with gray sides



SABINE’S
ADULT
ALASKA 

JUNE 2019

Photos by Jeffrey E. Patterson



SABINE'S
ADULT 

(WINTER)

Photo by Bryant Olsen

Photo by Jay McGowan



Photo by Travis Mahan
Photo by Ryan Sanderson

Photo by Jan AllanPhoto by Alex Lamoreaux

Bonaparte’s

Sabine’s

WHY IS THIS NOT A BONAPARTE’S ?



Photo by Travis Mahan
Photo by Ryan Sanderson

Sabine’s

WHY IS THIS NOT A FRANKLIN’S ?

Photo by Samuel Denault

Franklin’s



Photo by Travis Mahan
Photo by Ryan Sanderson

Sabine’s

WHY IS THIS NOT A LAUGHING ?

Photo by Javier Pi Vallina

Laughing



BLACK-LEGGED KITTIWAKE



BLACK-LEGGED KITTIWAKE

 Far north coastal breeder

 Nests on seaside cliffs

 Forages in open ocean, cold waters



BLACK-LEGGED KITTIWAKE

Last 1 year

~1/year
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SIZE COMPARISON

Ring-billedBlack-legged 
Kittiwake

Short-billed

Photo by Alex Lamoreaux Photo by Jeffrey E. PattersonPhoto by Jeffrey E. Patterson



STRUCTURE

Ring-billedBlack-legged 
Kittiwake

Photo by Alex Lamoreaux

Photo by Jeffrey E. Patterson



BLACK-LEGGED KITTIWAKE
VS

THE HOODIES

Photo by Mathew Grube

Photo by Samuel Denault

Photo by Alex Lamoreaux

Photo by Javier Pi Vallina
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Photo by Trevor Zook



Photo by Sean Sime

BLACK-LEGGED KITTIWAKE

Photo by Kevin Vande Vusse
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Paintings by David A. Sibley

Black-headed



Photo by Joe Wing

Photo by Brian Sullivan

Photo by Andrew Theus

Photo by Lasse Olssen

Black-legged 
Kittiwake



LAKE BALMORHEA
NOVEMBER 2021

Photo by Jeffrey E. Patterson

Black-legged 
Kittiwake



LITTLE



LITTLE

 World’s smallest gull

 Dainty 

 Small bill

 Distinctive dark underwings

 Graceful flight – like a tern

 Mostly Eurasian nester

 Some nest Hudson Bay/Great Lakes

Photo by James Kennerly



Last 20 years Last 10 years

Last 1 year Last 5 years

~8/year

LITTLE
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SIZE COMPARISON

Ring-billed HerringBonaparte’sLittle

Photos by Jeffrey E. Patterson



STRUCTURE

Bonaparte’sLittle

Photos by Jeffrey E. Patterson



SIZE COMPARISON



Paintings by David A. Sibley
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THE “M-BIRDS”
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Photo by Alvan Buckley

1st winter
1st winter

1st winter
Juvenile

Juvenile

Adult 
breeding

W
ed

ge
s

F
u

ll

D
if

fu
se



LITTLE
SUB-ADULT 

(1ST WINTER)

Photo by Willie D’anna

Photo by Juan Miguel González Perea



LITTLE
SUB-ADULT 

(1ST WINTER (NOV))

Photo by Ryan O’Donnell



LITTLE
ADULT – ALTERNATE

(JUN)

Photo by Lars Peterson



LITTLE
ADULT – BASIC Photo by Alex Lamoreaux

Little



WHY IS THIS NOT A BONEPARTE’S ?

Little

Bonaparte’s
Photo by Sue Barth

1st winter

1st winter

White 
underwing

Dark 
underwing

Frequently with Bonaparte’s

Photo by Jeffrey E. Patterson



WHY IS THIS NOT A BONEPARTE’S ?
Little

Bonaparte’s
Photo by Jorge Garcia Mora
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Photo by Jeffrey E. Patterson



WHY IS THIS NOT 
A KITTIWAKE ?

Black collar

Black-legged 
Kittiwake

Photo by Joe Wing

Photo by Vasco Valadares

Little



WHY IS THIS NOT 
A SABINE’S ?

Brown back & 
neck

Sabine’s

Photo by Joe Wing

Little

Full “M”

Photo by Yoav Perlman

1st winter

Little 



LITTLE

Photo by Cameron Cox



LITTLE

Photo by Graham Gerdeman
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