
NOTE ON THE USE OF PHOTOGRAPHS

Please note that this material is being circulated for 
the personal educational use of the student of the 
Travis Audubon Shorebird class.  Please do not 
distribute, copy, post, share, or further disseminate 
any of this material. 
Most of the photographs used in these shorebird 
presentations are credited to Joseph Kennedy and 
Greg Lavety who have generously allowed their use for 
TAS classes, others are credited to the eBird
contributors named in the photographs and to the 
Macaulay Library of The Cornell Laboratory of 
Ornithology. Other photographs are credited as 
indicated.
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Greater & Lesser Yellowlegs
Population Estimate 
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Population Estimate
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YELLOWLEGS DIAGNOSIS – 
RELATIONAL FIELD MARKS

Photos by Jeffrey E. Patterson
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Not just longer

Proportionally 
Longer



Yellowlegs 
Relative Size

“Delicate” 
Build

“Hefty” 
Build

Slim, 
Straight Bill

https://www.birdzilla.com/bird-identification/id-skill-development/comparisons-of-
similar-bird-species/comparison-of-lesser-and-greater-yellowlegs.html
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Photo by Jeffrey E. Patterson
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Photo by Tommy Power
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Photo by Lee Wallace

“Hefty”
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Photo by T. Jay Adams

“Hefty”

“Delicate”



Photo by T. Jay Adams



Willet 
2 Subspecies

Western Willet
(inornatus)

Eastern Willet
(semipalmatus)

Eastern
90,000

Population Estimate

Western
160,000



EasternWestern

Western – 
Winters on 
Texas Coast.  

Starting in July, 

Peaking in late 
August.

Eastern – 
Breeds on 
Texas Coast. 

Absent from 
North America 
Nov-Feb. 

Most gone by 
September.

Willet Breeding



Eastern

Western

Not in US

Willet Winter



WILLET
EASTERN

 Bill – Shorter, thicker, un-tapered, 
pinkish-based, heavier-tipped

 Body – Smaller, slimmer,            
(about the size of Greater Yellowlegs)

 Back – Flatter

 Coloration – Browner, darker

WESTERN

 Bill – longer, finer-tipped, mostly 
dark, dark base to bill

 Body – Taller, rounder

 Back – More humped

 Coloration – Grayer, paler



Western

Eastern



Photo by MJ Heatherington

Eastern

Western Western
???

NJ, September



EasternWestern

Thicker, Shorter, 
Blunter-tipped

Slimmer, Longer, 
Finer-tipped

Bill!Photos by Jeffrey E. Patterson



Eastern

Western

Basic 
Plumage

Under side 
more white

Upper side gray

Photo by Jeffrey E. Patterson

Photo by Jay McGowan

Barred



Eastern

Western

Basic Plumage

More white on neck, 
throat, & face



Eastern

Alternate 
Plumage

Western

Bulkier 
body

Slimmer
body



Western

Photo by Caleb Strand



Eastern

Alternate 
Plumage



Solitary
Sandpiper

Population Estimate 
190,000





Prominent eye-ring, 
with Spectacles

Sharp demarcation 
between top & under-sid

Straight, 
medium bill

Chocolate-brown 
back with round 

spots

Dark shoulder





Lesser 
Yellowlegs Solitary 

Sandpiper







SPOTTED
SANDPIPER

Population Estimate 
660,000



Photo by Jeffrey E. Patterson

Alternate 
Plumage

Round 
spots



Short yellow
 legs

Almost constantly 
teeter-tottering

Horizontal
 posture

White 
crescent



Pale 
supercillium

Unique 
top-curved 

Upper mandible

Straight-ish
 lower mandible

Dark-ish 
eye stripe

White 
eye arcs



Photo by Jeffrey E. Patterson



Photo by Jeffrey E. Patterson



Stiff-winged, 
shallow, 

intermittent
Flight/glide

Photo by Jeffrey E. Patterson



Photo by Jeffrey E. Patterson



Crouch-and-run
feeding style
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