
NOTE ON THE USE OF PHOTOGRAPHS
Please note that this material is being 
circulated for the personal educational use of 
the student of the Travis Audubon Shorebird
class.  Please do not distribute, copy, post, 
share, or further disseminate any of this 
material. 
Most of the photographs used in these 
shorebird presentations are credited to 
Jeffrey E. Patterson. Other photographs are 
credited as indicated.
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PECTORAL 
SANDPIPER

Population 
Estimate

1.6 million



Brown 
overall

Long, 
Yellow legs

Thick, 
2-toned bill, 
gently down-

curved

Bulky, 
broad chest

Photo by Jeffrey E. Patterson



Sharp 
demarcation 

between 
brown & 

whiteBrown wash 
under streaks

Comes 
to a 

point

Photo by Jeffrey E. Patterson



Long legs 
sunk in mud

Photo by Jeffrey E. Patterson



4.75 inches
27 grams

9.25 inches
117 grams

4 times the 
weight

Least

Pectoral

Photo by Jeffrey E. Patterson



Long, yellow legs

White supercillium

Photo by Jeffrey E. Patterson



Photo by Jeffrey E. Patterson



Pectoral
(9.25 inches, 117 grams)

Baird’s
(7.25 inches, 58 grams)

Least
(5.8 inches, 20 grams)

3 BROWN SANDPIPERS

Photos by Jeffrey E. Patterson

Paintings by David A. Sibley
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Pectoral

Inflatable 
throat sac



Photo by Jeffrey E. Patterson



https://youtu.be/WmzCnkeY3-s






https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WmzCnkeY3-s



DUNLIN

Population 
Estimate

5.5 million



Rufus 
Scapulars

Long, 
de-curved 

bill

Black 
belly Transition to 

Alternate
Photo by Jeffrey E. Patterson



Long de-curved bill

Results in horizontal 
posture while feeding

Photo by Jeffrey E. Patterson

Short 
legs

Dunlin



Basic

Photo by Jeffrey E. Patterson

Dunlin



Photo by Jeffrey E. Patterson

Dunlin



Dunlin
Least



DunlinWestern

Photo by Jeffrey E. Patterson
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Dunlin

Semipalmated



STILT SANDPIPER

Population 
Estimate

1.2 million



Brown 
auriculars

White 
supercillium

Long, fine-
tipped, 
slightly 

drooping bill

Long 
yellow-

green legs

Tall, 
lean 
build

Transitioning 
to

Alternate
Photo by Jeffrey E. Patterson



Probes in deep water, 
often submersing head

Humped 
shoulders

Photo by Jeffrey E. Patterson



Angled body, humped 
shoulders Angled body, 

humped shoulders

Long 
yellow-

green legs

Tall, 
lean 
build

Transitioning 
to

Alternate Photo by Jeffrey E. Patterson



Completely 
barred 

under-body

Alternate

Photo by Jeffrey E. Patterson



Photo by Jeffrey E. Patterson



Photo by Jeffrey E. Patterson

Alternate



Tall, 
lean 
build

Photo by Jeffrey E. Patterson



RED KNOT

Population 
Estimate
1 million





Robust round 
build

Horizontal 
posture

Photo by Jeffrey E. Patterson



Horizontal 
posture

Photo by Jeffrey E. Patterson

Straight, medium 
bill

Photo by Jeffrey E. Patterson



Straight, medium 
bill

Reddish breast
(often)

Photo by Jeffrey E. Patterson



Medium, 
straight 

bill

Molting 
red belly

Robust 
round 
build

Transitioning to 
Basic

Photo by Jeffrey E. Patterson



Faint but noticeable white 
supercillium

Medium, 
straight bill

Photo by Jeffrey E. Patterson

Largest Calidris

Dunlin

Red Knot



A REAL 
LOOKER!!!



SANDERLING

Population 
Estimate 2012

650,000



Frosty, white 
under-side Black 

legs

Dark 
bend-of-the-wing

Overall cool, 
frosty colors

Constantly 
running at 
surf’s edge

BASIC

Photo by Jeffrey E. Patterson



Dark 
bend-of-the-wing

Photo by Jeffrey E. Patterson



Photo by Jeffrey E. Patterson



White often shoots 
up under wing

Photo by Jeffrey E. Patterson



Short,
straight 

bill

Rufus face & head Rufus & black 
mantle & 
scapulars

Black 
legs

Frosty, white 
under-side

ALTERNATE

Photo by Jeffrey E. Patterson



Semipalmated 
Sandpiper

Photo by Jeffrey E. Patterson



Sanderling

Semipalmated 
Sandpiper

Photo by Jeffrey E. Patterson



Photo by Tommy Power

Looks innocent enough



Photo by Tommy Power

But when cookie involved !!!!



Photo by Tommy Power
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CALIDRIS 
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Red 
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