
NOTE ON THE USE OF 
PHOTOGRAPHS

Please note that this material is being circulated for 
the personal educational use of the student of Travis 
Audubon Society classes.  Please do not distribute, 
copy, post, share, or further disseminate any of this 
material. 
Photographs used in these presentations are credited 
to Jeffrey E. Patterson or the eBird contributors 
named in the photographs and to the Macaulay 
Library of The Cornell Laboratory of Ornithology. 
Other photographs are credited as indicated.



2 Big Plovers

Black-bellied Plover
American Golden Plover
Mountain Plover



Kingdom: Anamalia

Domain: Eukarya

Phylum: Chordata

Class: Aves

Order: Charadriiformes

Families:
19 shorebird families world wide

Plovers 
(charadriidae)

Stilts & Avocets 
(recurvirostridae)

Sandpipers, 
Phalaropes & allies 

(scolopacidae)

Oystercatchers 
(haematopodidae)

WHAT IS A 
PLOVER?

5 shorebird families
 in North America

Jacana
(jacanidae)

“Kara-drya-day”
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WHAT IS A 
PLOVER?

11 Genera world-wide



WHAT IS A 
PLOVER?

Pluvialis 

American Golden
Black-bellied

Anarhynchus

Mountain
Wilson’s

Snowy

Charadrius 

Killdeer
Semipalmated

Piping

Family:
Charadriidae

11 Genera world-wide

• Pluvialis
• Oreopholus
• Zonibyx
• Phegornis
• Eudromias
• Charadrius
• Hoploxypterus
• Vanellus
• Erythrogonys
• Peltohyas
• Anarhynchus

Big Plovers Ringed Plovers

3 Genera

2 ID Groups



BIG PLOVERS

Black-bellied Plover

American Golden Plover

Mountain Plover



2 BIG PLOVERS

American Golden Plover

Black-bellied Plover



BLACK-BELLIED PLOVER
PLUVIALIS SQUATAROLA

• Fall & Spring migrant and winters in Texas (including Hornsby Bend)

Photo by Jeffrey E. Patterson



AMERICAN GOLDEN PLOVER
PLUVIALIS DOMINICA

• Spring migrant in Texas (including Hornsby Bend)

Photo by Jeffrey E. Patterson



“ELLIPTICAL” MIGRANTS

American Golden Plover
White-rumped Sandpiper

Whimbrel
Hudsonian Godwit



Habitat

• Prairies 
• Pastures
• Tilled farmland
• Untilled harvested fields 
• Mudflats
• Shorelines 

Habitat

• Mostly coastal
• Mudflats
• Beaches
• Inland lakes (migration)

American 
Golden

Black-bellied





2 BIG PLOVERS
STRUCTURE IS THE KEY

Photo by Jeffrey E. Patterson

• Small, dove-like head & neck
• Small, thin bill
• Long, attenuated look
• Primaries longer than tail

American 
Golden

• Spring migrant in Texas 
• (including Hornsby Bend)



• Large round head
• Thick bill
• Thick neck
• More squatty, less attenuated
• Primaries even with tail

2 BIG PLOVERS
STRUCTURE IS THE KEY Black-bellied



2 BIG PLOVERS
STRUCTURE IS THE KEY

Black-bellied American Golden

Hefty Athletic



2 BIG PLOVERS
STRUCTURE IS THE KEY

Black-bellied American Golden



2 BIG PLOVERS
STRUCTURE IS THE KEY

Photos by Jeffrey E. Patterson

Black-bellied

American Golden

320 g
12 inches

200 g
11.25 inches



PLUMAGE

Alternate (breeding)

Basic (non-breeding)



2 BIG PLOVERS

Photos by Jeffrey E. Patterson

Black-bellied Alternate

Sharp 
demarcation

White cap

Bright white
(always)

Black 
chest & belly



2 BIG PLOVERS

Photos by Jeffrey E. Patterson

American Golden

Alternate

Dark 
cap

White 
supercilium

Golden flecks

Black undertail 
coverts & vent 
(full alternate)



2 BIG PLOVERS

Photos by Jeffrey E. Patterson

Black-bellied American Golden

Alternate



2 BIG PLOVERS
PLUMAGE

Photos by Jeffrey E. Patterson

Black-bellied

American Golden

Auxilliaries = arm pit
Always



2 BIG PLOVERS

Photo by Jeffrey E. Patterson

Black-bellied

• White cap
• Sharp contrast black upper vs white lower belly
• Bright white undertail coverts & vent
• Black auxiliaries always

Alternate



2 BIG PLOVERSAmerican Golden



2 BIG 
PLOVERS

Photos by Jeffrey E. Patterson

American Golden

Basic

Hint of a 
white supercilium 

Hint of a 
dark cap

Dingy undertail 
coverts & vent

Dingy 
underside

More contrast 
head & face

Habitat: more often grassy areas
Time of Year: spring migration



2 BIG PLOVERS

Photos by Jeffrey E. Patterson

Black-bellied Basic

Clean white 
underside

Structure !!!

Habitat: Coastal
Time of Year: Winter & migration

Call

Muted head 
& face



MOUNTAIN PLOVER
ANARHYNCHUS MONTANUS

• Winters in Texas

Photo by Jeffrey E. Patterson

Photos by Brian Genge





MOUNTAIN

Habitat
• Short grass prairies
• Turf farms
• Tilled fields
• Open, flat, dry tablelands 

NEVER IN 
MOUNTAINS !!! 



MOUNTAIN

Typical photo

Photos by Jeffrey E. Patterson



MOUNTAIN

Typical photo

Photos by Jeffrey E. Patterson



MOUNTAIN

Photos by Greg lavety

Fawn 
colors

White 
underside

Plover structure
• Large head
• Big eye
• Long wings
• Thin bill



MOUNTAIN

Photos by Shelia Hargis

Fly & turn 
in unison



2 BIG PLOVERS

Photos by Jeffrey E. Patterson

Black-bellied



American Golden

Photos by Jeffrey E. Patterson



Photos by Derek Lecy

MOUNTAIN
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