
NOTE ON THE USE OF 
PHOTOGRAPHS

Please note that this material is being circulated for 
the personal educational use of the student of Travis 
Audubon Society classes.  Please do not distribute, 
copy, post, share, or further disseminate any of this 
material. 
Photographs used in these presentations are credited 
to Jeffrey E. Patterson or the eBird contributors 
named in the photographs and to the Macaulay 
Library of The Cornell Laboratory of Ornithology. 
Other photographs are credited as indicated.



1 Distinct Shorebirds

Ruddy Turnstone
Black-necked Stilt
American Avocet
American Oystercatcher



BLACK-NECKED STILT
HIMANTOPUS MEXICANUS

• Breeds in Texas (including Hornsby Bend)

Photo by Jeffrey E. Patterson





BLACK-NECKED 
STILT

• Sharp black and white pattern
• Pink stilt legs
• Needle-like bill
• Slim, long neck, small head

Photo by Jeffrey E. Patterson



HABITAT

• Marshes
• Rice fields
• Ponds

Photo by Jeffrey E. Patterson



BLACK-NECKED STILT

Photo by Jeffrey E. Patterson



BLACK-NECKED STILT

• White rump and tail
• Long legs trail behind
• Call yip yip yip (the Marsh Poodle)

Photo by Jeffrey E. Patterson



BLACK-NECKED STILT

“Dimorphic”

Photo by Jeffrey E. Patterson



BLACK-NECKED STILT

Photo by Jeffrey E. Patterson



BLACK-NECKED STILT

Photo by Jeffrey E. Patterson



AMERICAN AVOCET
RECURVIROSTRA AMERICANA

• Winters in the 1000s on Texas Coast
• Spring & fall migrant in Cen-Tex 

Photo by Jeffrey E. Patterson





AMERICAN AVOCET

Alternate 

• Long blue legs
• Chunky body
• Long upturned bill
• Bold wing and body pattern
• Cinnamon head and neck

Photo by Jeffrey E. Patterson



AMERICAN AVOCET

Basic  

Photo by Jeffrey E. Patterson



AMERICAN AVOCET

Basic  

Photo by Jeffrey E. Patterson



AMERICAN AVOCET

Photo by Jeffrey E. Patterson



AMERICAN AVOCET

Photo by Jeffrey E. Patterson



AMERICAN AVOCET

“Dimorphic”

Photos by Jeffrey E. Patterson



AMERICAN AVOCET

Photos by Jeffrey E. Patterson



AMERICAN AVOCET

Photo by Jeffrey E. Patterson



AMERICAN OYSTERCATCHER
HAEMATAPUS PALLIATUS

• Very much coastal
• Tidal mudflats, oyster reefs
• Uncommon permanent resident Texas Coast

Photo by Jeffrey E. Patterson





AMERICAN OYSTERCATCHER

• Large and bulky
• Bold black, brown & white body
• Heavy orange bill

Photo by Jeffrey E. Patterson



AMERICAN
OYSTERCATCHER

• Bill flattened like an oyster knifePhoto by Jeffrey E. Patterson



AMERICAN OYSTERCATCHER

“Monomorphic”

Photo by Jeffrey E. Patterson



AMERICAN OYSTERCATCHER

Photo by Jeffrey E. Patterson



AMERICAN OYSTERCATCHER

Photo by Jeffrey E. Patterson



AMERICAN OYSTERCATCHER

Photo by Jeffrey E. Patterson



RUDDY TURNSTONE
ARENARIA INTERPRES

• Beaches and mudflats, jetties
• Common migrant and winter on Texas Coast
• Uncommon migrant in Cen-Tex

Photo by Jeffrey E. Patterson





RUDDY TURNSTONE

• Chisel-like bill

Photos by Jeffrey E. Patterson



RUDDY TURNSTONE

• Bold harlequin pattern
• Rufous back and wing coverts

Alternate

Photo by Jeffrey E. Patterson



RUDDY TURNSTONE

• Muted gray

Basic

Photo by Jeffrey E. Patterson

“Monomorphic”



RUDDY TURNSTONE

Photo by Jeffrey E. Patterson



RUDDY TURNSTONE

• Chunky build
• White underparts 
• Dark breast band
• Orange legs
• Low crouching stancePhoto by Jeffrey E. Patterson
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