TERNS OF TEXAS

(and North America)
SPECIES BILL COLOR BILL SEASON IN ID TIPS
Category (Records accepted by MNEMONIC SIZE / SH APE TEXAS
TBRC) BASIC ALTERNATE STATIONARY IN-FLIGHT
Casoi Prince Caspians dark red often with  |dark red often with . : large size, red bill, black or salt-n- 5L COI(.)r’ s S bla.ck
asplan black reien ey B I —— thick, straight year round PN ED, 10 " Tl undersides of primary tips, often
& ’ looking down, shorter tail
" numerous. carrot colored bill. "friar bill color, limited dark underside of
o0  |Royal The Royal Carrot carrot orange reddish orange straight year round Y look"’ "keerreot" call ’ primaries, often looking forward,
S ’ longer tail
Rare & Elegant carrot orange reddish orange long, drooping eriems et miy | Jons, ez e il s ires Don't try it
’ occur at any time look, shaggy rear cap
Sandwich Dipped in mustard black with yellow tip |11, g with yellow tip |thin, straight year round Bill dipped in mustard, smaller than | 3.
usually Royal, larger than medium terns
. . .. . |stocky bill, direct flight, wingbeats
Gull-billed Gull "Bill" black black thick & short year round Ehblzlgk%ﬁl;ts)ﬂl’ D s L e deep-both above & below
= body, over marshes
?-5 Forster’s Pirate Eye Patch black orange with black tip [straight year round Orange bill & legs 2-toned (gray & white) upper
% Common Common Carpal E;ange-red 0 IS black straight winter, migration g{alz l;;:arpal e, Sl ezs, meslain il 1-toned (gray) upper
—- Go to Alaska black dark red amrlll, SRk ex.trem.ely rare, very shprt legs, uniform, pale gray Not to be attempted by the faint of
migration primaries heart
— Splotchy black : o black or dark gray body and head, often
Té‘ Black e —— black black small, straight migration splotchy black & white Splotchy black
»n Least Little Yellow-bill black %f;lc?\;’i;ﬂen e thin, straight summer yellow bill, small size small, delicate
Bridled Texas Pelagics.com |black black fairly common pelagic T OTRElaERs| e memmriy SRS Black over white
over eye, dark back
S
%D Sooty Smoke on the water |black black thin, straight 22225 elagic, rare on black above, white below Don't try it
©
A
Good luck black dark red at base thin, straight extremely rare pelagic [tail projects well beyond primaries Who'd believe you?
g o o
E Black Skimmer |"Black Skimmer" 1/2 orange, 1/2 black |1/2 orange, 1/2 black 11(‘) (:;ZII: mrercalle i year round The black tern with the weird bill ijzferpen il shommontorg allom
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Other Terns of North

America

Texas Pelagics.com

Brown Noddy (Photo by Tristan Herwood)

Aleutian

White-winged

Whiskered

Not recorded in
Texas

Aleutian (Photo by Steve Kelling)

White-winged (Photo by Kalong Huang)

Whiskered (Photo by Ian Davies)
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