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HARRY C. OBERHOLSER
Harry Church Oberholser was an American ornithologist born in 
1870, in Brooklyn, New York. He attended Columbia University, 
did not graduate, but was later, awarded degrees (B.A., M.S., and 
PhD.) from George Washington University. 

From 1895 to 1941, he was employed by the United States Bureau 
of Biological Survey (later the United States Fish and Wildlife 
Service) as an ornithologist, biologist, and editor. In 1928, 
Oberholser helped organize the Winter Waterfowl Survey, which 
continues to this day. In 1941, at the age of 70, he became curator of 
ornithology at the Cleveland Museum of Natural History. 
Oberholser was the author of a number of books and articles 
including the monumental “Bird Life of Texas” whose original 
manuscript exceeded 3 million words. He died in 1963.

Oberholser named 11 new families and subfamilies, 99 genera and 
subgenera, and some 560 new species and subspecies. Empidonax 
oberholseri (the Dusky Flycatcher) was named in his honor.



EDGAR B. KINCAID
After Oberholser’s death Edgar B. Kincaid of Austin completed “Bird Life of Texas” editing it down 
to 1 million words. 

Something of an eccentric, Kincaid is credited with bestowing bird names upon his birding friends, 
for instance Victor Emanuel was dubbed “the hooded warbler”. He lived in a small house across 
the street from the UT Law School. He was the nephew of Texas literary icon J. Frank Dobie.
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