
NOTE ON THE USE OF 
PHOTOGRAPHS

Please note that this material is being circulated for 
the personal educational use of the student of the TAS 
B3 class.  Please do not distribute, copy, post, share, or 
further disseminate any of this material. 
Most of the photographs used in these presentations 
are credited to the eBird contributors named in the 
photographs and to the Macaulay Library of The 
Cornell Laboratory of Ornithology. Other photographs 
are credited as indicated.
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Do Kings Play Chess 
On Fine Green Silk

Kingdom: Anamalia Order, Family, Genus, Species

Domain: Eukarya

Phylum: Chordata

Class: Aves

Order: Passeriformes

Family: Tyrannidae
Contopus

(4)
Myiarchus

(6)

Sayornis
(3)

Empidonax
(10)

Other genera 

Genus
Tyrannus

(9)

“Flycatchers”

TAXONOMY 
(THE TREE OF LIFE)



Eastern Phoebe
(Sayornis phoebe)

(originally a name of Artemis as the 
goddess of the moon)

Say’s Phoebe
(Sayornis saya)

(Say’s
Thomas Say)

BINOMIAL NOMENCLATURE (GENUS, SPECIES)

Sayornis 
(latinized form of “Say’s”)

Black Phoebe
(Sayornis nigricans)

(black)

Stephen Long Expedition 
(1819-1820) 

Thomas Say (1787 – 1834) 
– naturalist 



THE PHOEBES

Photo by Ed Harper

Photo by Jeffrey E. Patterson

Eastern 
Phoebe

Black Phoebe

Say’s 
Phoebe

Photo by Jeffrey E. Patterson



WHERE/WHEN?
RANGE

Eastern Phoebe

Black Phoebe Say’s Phoebe



WHEN?
FREQUENCY IN TEXAS

Eastern Phoebe

Black Phoebe

Say’s Phoebe



WHERE?
HABITAT & MICRO-HABITAT

Eastern Phoebe

Black Phoebe

Say’s Phoebe

Woodlands, farms,  suburbs.

Near water in dry areas of 
trans Pecos and Rio Grande.

Dry open areas, prairie, 
desert, fields in the west.

Photos by Jeffrey E. Patterson



Photo by Paul Brookes

Eastern 
Phoebe



EASTERN PHOEBE

Photo by Robert Bochenek Photo by Adam Zahm



EASTERN 
PHOEBE

Photo by Peter Hawrylyshyn

Photo by Van Remson

Photo by Jim Carroll

CONFUSERS



SAY’S PHOEBE

Photo by Jeffrey E. Patterson



Photo by Jeffrey E. Patterson

SAY’S PHOEBE



BLACK PHOEBE

Photo by Ed Harper



BLACK PHOEBE

Photo by Alex Catelein



Photo by Andrew Simon

BLACK PHOEBE



SAYORNIS FLYCATCHERS (PHOEBES) 
SUMMARY

 Eastern Phoebe
 Very common in woodlands

 Almost constantly wagging tail downward

 Yellow wash on belly

 Darkest on head and face

 Gray smudge on sides of breast

 Diffuse demarcation on underside

 Say’s Phoebe
 Peach undertail coverts, sometimes a wash on belly

 Pale gray back & head

 Black tail

 Black Phoebe
 Black head & chest

 White belly

 Sharp demarcation between white belly & black chest



EXERCISE: 
CALIBRATE THE EYE

“NAIL THE EAPH”
(EASTERN PHOEBE)
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“NAIL THE EAPH”
(EASTERN PHOEBE)

Photo by Josiah Huff

Photo by Matt Davis

Photo by Ken Chamberlain
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“NAIL THE EAPH”
(EASTERN PHOEBE)
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“NAIL THE EAPH”
(EASTERN PHOEBE)

Photo by Jim Carroll

Photo by Van Remson

Photo by David McQuade
Photo by Russ Morgan
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“NAIL THE EAPH”
(EASTERN PHOEBE)

Photo by Jim Carroll

Photo by Van Remson

Photo by David McQuade
Photo by Russ Morgan
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“NAIL THE EAPH”
(EASTERN PHOEBE)

Photo by Ryan Shain

Photo by David Turgeon

Photo by Jeff Chapman

Photo by Denny Swaby
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“NAIL THE EAPH”
(EASTERN PHOEBE)

Photo by Ryan Shain

Photo by David Turgeon

Photo by Jeff Chapman

Photo by Denny Swaby
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“NAIL THE EAPH”
(EASTERN PHOEBE)

Photo by Ryan Shain

Photo by Brenden Klick

Photo by Mary Goodart
Photo by Isaias Morataya
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“NAIL THE EAPH”
(EASTERN PHOEBE)

Photo by Ryan Shain

Photo by Brenden Klick

Photo by Mary Goodart
Photo by Isaias Morataya
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“NAIL THE EAPH”
(EASTERN PHOEBE)

Photo by John Kuenzli

Photo by David Turgeon
Photo by Isaias Morataya

Photo by Darren Clark
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“NAIL THE EAPH”
(EASTERN PHOEBE)

Photo by John Kuenzli

Photo by David Turgeon
Photo by Isaias Morataya

Photo by Darren Clark
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“NAIL THE EAPH”
(EASTERN PHOEBE)

Photo by Francois Martin

Photo by Weston Smith

Photo by Jim Carroll

Photo by Judith Ellyson
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“NAIL THE EAPH”
(EASTERN PHOEBE)

Photo by Francois Martin

Photo by Weston Smith

Photo by Jim Carroll

Photo by Judith Ellyson
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QUIZ ANSWERS

A. 1 = EAPH

B. 2 = EAPH

C. 1 = EAPH

D. 2 = EAPH

E. 3 = EAPH

F. 3 = EAPH
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