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Order: Passeriformes

13 species regular in ABA area

)

Family: Turdidae— 18 genera, 123 species worldwide




Thrushes

Thrush vocalizations

& Perhaps the most renowned singers of all birds

& Can produce simultaneous notes from each half of syrinx, producing harmonies

& Many have complex, ethereal songs




Wood Thrush




Wood Thrush

* Hpylocichla mustellina

* Breeds in eastern forests

* Completely vacates in winter

* Edge and interior of moist
woodlands with understory

* Central TX — Rare spring migrant
* Texas Coast — Common spring
migrant, breeds E. Texas Piney

Woods



Wood Thrush ™
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aroer and more robust than
“ hes _—

Plump, long-legged stocky







 Wood Thrush

Russet brightest on
head and nape




Wood Thrush







Veery

» Catharus fuscescens

* Breeds in northern forests

* Thick damp deciduous woods,
thickets

* Central TX — rare spring migrant
* Texas Coast - fairly common
spring migrant




Smal more sle
thai Thrush

pperparts plai




» Upper breast
weakly spotted

* Spots bleed 1nto
warm color
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Swainson’s Thrush

Catharus ustulatus

Northern and western breeder
Common migrant across US
Streamside thickets, dense
understory in mixed forest

Central TX — fairly common
spring migrant

Texas Coast — abundant spring,
uncommon fall migrant









SwainsomiseNarrish




Swainson’s Thrush




Gray-cheeked Thrush




Gray-cheeked Thrush

o Catharus minimus

 Far northern breeder

 [Less common than Swainson’s in
migration

* Dense shrubs in forest, dense
woodland understory

* Central TX — rare spring migrant
* Texas Coast — common spring
migrant




Gray-cheeked Thrush

Plain, gray and cold-
toned

* Variable breast spotting
sk flanks
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Grey-cheeked Thrush (Catharus minimus)

Peter Boesman

xeno-canto

Turdidae

52.29641

eng - 
XC322853 © Peter Boesman // Teller road, Nome, Alaska (64.5622, -165.493), United States // 10m // 07:30h, 2016-06-01 // songTCOP�������2016 Peter BoesmanWCOP���1��http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/WOAF������http://xeno-canto.org/322853��







Hermit Thrush

» Catharus guttatus

* Widespread northern and western
breeder

* Only thrush that winters 1n US

* Brushy understory, berry thickets,
often in drier habitat than other
thrushes

* Central TX — fairly common from
late Oct. to mid Apr.

* Texas Coast — common Nov. to
late Mar.
















Hermit Thrush (Catharus guttatus)

Paul Marvin

xeno-canto

Turdidae

79.872

eng - 
XC301214 © Paul Marvin // Black Canyon Rd, near Ramona, San Diego Co, California (33.1521, -116.7855), United States // 750m // 12:50h, 2012-03-16 // call // chup and wheer /  / bird-seen:no /  / playback-used:noTCOP�������2012 Paul MarvinWCOP���1��http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/WOAF������http://xeno-canto.org/301214����




Hermit Thrush
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Swainson’s and Gray cheeked































~ Bluebirds




Bluebirds
Bluebird Ranges

¢ Eastern and Western separated by range, barely overlap (west Texas in winter)
¢ Where Mountain overlaps Eastern and Western, nests at higher elevation

¢ In winter, Mountain forms large loose flocks that move to lower elevation
shrubland, grasslands, agricultural fields




Bluebirds
Bluebird Behavior

& Perch-hunting birds, search for prey from elevated
perch

& Swoops down on prey like a shrike, may fly-catch




Eastern Bluebird

» Sialia sialis

* Breeds across eastern US

* Open and semi-open habitats,
often on fences and power lines

e Usually 1n small groups

* Central TX — fairly common
summer, common 1n winter

* Expands into west and south TX
in winter







Eastern_Blueb1rd

Female

* Grayish with blueﬁi
wings and tail

* QOrange side of neck
down to flanks

 Whitish throat and belly .



Eastern Bluebird




Eastern Bluebird (Sialia sialis)

William Whitehead

xeno-canto

Turdidae

27.168

eng - 
XC376223 © William Whitehead // New Jersey (near  Franklin Township), Somerset County, New Jersey (40.4746, -74.5266), United States // 30m // 09:00h, 2017-06-16 // song //  /  / bird-seen:yes /  / playback-used:no // also:  Red-winged BlackbirdTCOP�������2017 William WhiteheadWCOP���1��http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/WOAF������http://xeno-canto.org/3762







o Sialia mexicana

* Breeds in western US, Mexico

* Open wooded habitat, pine
forests, parks

 Uncommon and local breeder in
Davis and Guadalupe Mtns.
mostly above 6,000 ft. In winter
may occur elsewhere in Trans-
Pecos




Western Bluebird
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Male
* Blue throat
* Blue or gray belly
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* Rusty scapulars
e (verall darker than
Eastern
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Western Bluebird




Mountain Bluebird

* Sialia currucoides

* Breeds in montane grasslands and
meadows, even above treeline

* Winters in flocks in open
shrubland and grassland

 Uncommon winter resident in
Trans-Pecos and Panhandle,
irruptive winter visitor 1n western
half of state.









Mountain Bluebird

Very long primaries
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